
IOCARIBE Gathers in Brasilia to Conduct its
Eighteenth Intergovernmental Session and
Advance Ocean Science in the Caribbean and
Adjacent Regions 

The Eighteenth Intergovernmental Session of the IOC Sub-Commission for
the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions (SC-IOCARIBE-XVIII) concluded in
Brasilia, Brazil, marking a pivotal moment for regional cooperation in
ocean science and sustainable development. Held in a hybrid format from
April 23 to 25, 2025, and preceded by a Technical Science Meeting on April
22, the event brought together government representatives, scientists,
and stakeholders from across the Tropical Americas and Caribbean (TAC)
region.

 

Hosted by the Government of Brazil at the UNESCO Office in Brasilia, the
session was convened under the leadership of Dr. Marck Oduber,
Chairperson of IOCARIBE. The hybrid format enabled broad participation,
reflecting the region’s commitment to advancing ocean science in
alignment with the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development (2021–2030).
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A Strategic Agenda for Regional Ocean Governance

 

The session’s agenda focused on reviewing progress since the
Seventeenth Intergovernmental Session of IOCARIBE held in 2023,
evaluating the implementation of the Ocean Decade in the TAC region, and
setting priorities for the 2026–2027 biennium. Key discussions centered on
enhancing coordination among Member States, mobilizing funding for
ocean science initiatives, and strengthening institutional frameworks. The
session culminated with an IOCARIBE Board of Officers election which saw
Dr. Marck Oduber (Aruba), re-elected as Chairperson; Dr. Roberto de Pinho
(Brazil) and Dr. Soraya Silva (Venezuela) – both re-elected Vice-Chairs; and
Dr. Rahanna Juman (Trinidad and Tobago) be elected as new Vice-Chair. 

 

In a strong show of support for the UN Ocean Decade, IOCARIBE reaffirmed
its commitment to the implement the TAC Decade Roadmap. The Sub-
Commission welcomed the establishment of a Regional Decade


